
theLakeshore Education Caucus 
 ...Speaks out on Michigan Public School Funding

Several factors have come together recently to highlight a crisis in K-12 Public School funding 
in the state of Michigan.  Governor Snyder and a Republican Legislature have passed laws that 
have institutionalized severe underfunding of our Public Schools.  However, the roots of this 
crisis go back much farther, to the passage of Proposal A in 1994.  This flyer outlines those roots 
as well as the current law and future challenges faced by those who value Public Education.  Finally it provides you the voter 
- a game plan to challenge such legislation.  Sometimes when we are so frustrated with a situation, we “give in” and “give 
up.”  This battle for the future of public education in the state of Michigan is a crisis that we cannot back down from. 
The future of the youth of Michigan and role of Teachers in that future is on the line.  WE MUST WIN!

“To defend and 
promote public 
education, the L.E.C. 
will educate, unify,  and 
mobilize our 
Lakeshore community 
to advocate for 
equitable and quality 
education.”

Proposal A - Unfair Funding

• Passed by Michigan voters in 1994.
• Prop A stabilized property taxes & and raised state 

sales tax from 4% to 6%. 
• School Aid (Foundation Grant) per pupil funding 

shifted from property tax to primarily sales tax.
• 1990’s Economy provided adequate sales tax $$.
• Since 2000 Michigan’s economy has faltered.  

State tax revenue has evaporated.  Foundation 
Grants (per pupil funding) have shrunk.

IN 1994 the FOUNDATION GRANT was set at 
different levels across the STATE.

Promises were made to even the funding
THAT NEVER HAPPENED...

Foundation Grants paid to School Districts in 2009

       Bloomfield Hills        $12,324 per pupil
       Birmingham Schools $12,366 per pupil
       Grosse Pointe            $10,332 per pupil

• Fruitport, Mona Shores, Montague, Oakridge, 
Ravenna, Reeths Puffer, Whitehall 
ALL RECEIVED $7,316 per pupil

WHY?
 even Charter Schools got more - $7,580

Proposal A - Takes Away 
Local Control

• Before Prop A - 90% of school revenue LOCAL
• After Prop A - 90% of school revenue STATE

The transfer of funding from Local to State
Takes control from local School Boards

• With this shift the State is in command.
• Under Prop A state law prohibits local districts 

from raising money for school operating costs.
• State continues to reduce taxes by billions 

which reduces Foundation grants by millions.
• Meanwhile state sales tax totals decline.

 Reeths Puffer Bloomfield Hills
 2003 - $6700 2003 - $11,954
 2009 - $7316 2009 - $12,324
 2011 - $6965 2011 - $11,854

COMPARE
What About the Lottery?

• Passed by Michigan voters in 1972. 
• Moneys from Lottery were promised to Education.
• Lottery accounts for ONLY 6% school aid fund.
• Since 1972 the State Legislature has reduced state 

expenditures from the general fund to school aid 
by the same amount that the lottery adds to it.  

Reality - $0.00
The Lottery actually provides zero funding to 

Michigan schools.

What about reforms of 2011
Look on the back to see exactly how Republican 

reforms have abandoned Public Education in 
Michigan...



Governor Snyder and Congressional Republican  
Education Reforms of 2011

...have crippled Public Education in the State of Michigan

1 - Snyder cuts $1 billion from School Aid Fund. 

In April Governor Snyder combined the K-12 School Aid fund with funding for higher education, and shifted $1 
billion dollars out of K-12 public schools.  Before this, higher education funding came out of the general fund; now it 
comes out of the School Aid fund at the expense of public school students.  Public schools that were scheduled for a 
$300 per pupil increase, received instead a $300 cut.  At at time when Governor Snyder continually ties the future of 
Michigan’s prosperity to the education of its youth, he balances the state budget on the backs of that youth.

2 - Michigan Congress lifts the cap on Charter Schools.  

Currently the state of Michigan operates 255 for-profit charter schools with a cap for 150 more.  That limit, under a 
bill signed by the Governor in December, will be raised to 300 in 2012, 500 in 2014, with no limit after 2015.  
Since Charter Schools are funded by the state, every new Charter School reduces the public funding pot, and further 
lowers per pupil funding for all public schools.  The law does not increase additional oversight to gauge the quality 
of these Charters.  A critical consequence is the expected movement of religious schools towards charter status 
through vouchers.  If this happens all religious schools in Michigan would qualify for public funding further eroding 
the Foundation Grant total.   In the end the Foundation Grant for all Public Schools will be severely diluted.  

3 - Senate Bill 619 moves to the House and removes the cap on Cyber Schools. 

Currently the state of Michigan operates two cyber schools - 400 students each.  In January 2012 SB 619 will go to 
the House where if passed, will remove all limits for cyber schools and raise the student ceiling to 1000 per school.  
Republican Senator Phil Pavlov, sponsor of the bill says, "It's a great way to catch up on credits if they've fallen 
behind."  We already know the poor quality of E 2020 computer courses.  This bill further waters down graduation 
requirements.  More funding will be transfered from public schools to chartered cyber schools.  Ultimately this opens 
the door to the privatization of teachers. Call your representatives and tell them to vote NO on Senate Bill 619.

As for Teachers ...   
Lansing politicians have radically changed the Teacher Evaluation System.  The criteria have been written without 
consultation of any teachers.  Evaluations are to be based on pre and post tests, calculating teacher salaries in large 
measure on student test scores, and influencing teachers to teach to the test.  This discourages collaboration between 
teachers and sets up an unhealthy competition for job security.  The next step is to make Teachers in Michigan “Right 
to Work.”  If this happens we lose rights to collectively bargain.  We’ll have no job protection; we will be privatized.  
This kind of harmful atmosphere is what occurs when politicians not educators shape public education. 

FIGHT
BACK

1 - EDUCATE YOURSELF - Know the issues.  Teach your family and friends and colleagues.
2 - JOIN THE L.E.C. -  And help us to fight for Public Schools.
3 - CONTACT YOUR REPRESENTATIVES -  VOTE NO on SB 619 & Teacher Right to Work. 
4 - WRITE - “Letters to the Editor” @ Muskegon Chronicle.  Make your voice heard. 
5 - VOTE - for Pro-Education representatives @ the local, state, and national level. 
6 - DON’T give up.  Whatever you do - DON’T give up.  We need your voice.

(91st)  Representative Hughes   (517) 373-3436
(74th) Representative Agema  (517) 373-8900
(89th) Representative Price  (517) 373-0838
(90th) Representative Haveman  (517) 373-0830

(34th) Senator Hansen   (517) 373-1635
(30th)  Senator Meekhoff   (517) 373-6920 

Governor Snyder  (517) 373-3400

One local representative supports public education - Democrat Marcia Hovey Wright   (517) 373-2646.


