
December 22, 2011 
 
Steve Roomsburg, Trisha Lowry, Brent Hartman, Craig Scott, Mary Ann Brodeur, Pam 
Bryant, and Steve Crain, 
 
 I am an Oakridge High School Alumni from the class of 2010. I am now in my 
second year of college at Ferris State University, and already I have dealt with the 
challenges of coming from a lower income family and a smaller school district. 
Converting to the college life is a hard step for anyone. Maybe I was not offered as many 
courses or extra curricular activities as a school with a higher pupil population and more 
funds, but I am proud to represent Oakridge High School. Regardless of what the state 
required us to learn for our Common Assessments, I believe there are much more 
important qualities that I took with me to college.  
 Teachers at Oakridge High School care about their students. They do not only 
care about their grades but about their well beings. I learned how to stand up for what I 
believe it, how to problem solve in even the most difficult situations, and further more 
how to be a good citizen. Because after all, these are the qualities that are in the teachers 
who stand up in front of classrooms everyday at Oakridge Public Schools.  
 Benjamin Disraeli once said that "One secret of success in life is for a man to be 
ready for his opportunity when it comes." Teaching is not just about making sure that you 
cover all the material. It is about instilling motivation into students to do something with 
the knowledge that you have given them. Education is one of the most important 
treasures in the world, but you have to know how to use it. When I walked out of 
Oakridge High School in the spring of 2010 I knew what I wanted to do with my life, and 
some of the most influential people who help me develop into a well rounded individual 
teach at Oakridge Public Schools.   
 The educators of this community care. Some teachers have given more time and 
effort into helping me succeed than I could have imagined. They will go out of their way 
for you. They will stay after school late, come in early, or give up their lunchtime. 
Oakridge is blessed is have such great educators.  
 This is why I am left with the question of why it has been such a challenge for 
them to have their voices heard? They are some of the hardest working people in this 
community, and what they get in return are pay freezes and benefits relinquished. This is 
not just at the high school level but on the college level as well. Many professors at Ferris 
State University are struggling to get benefits. But who is listening to them? Why aren't 
we working as a team to improve how much funding goes into education? Without great 
teachers, you can't have great education. So, instead of drawing lines and picking sides, 
why don't we work together to influence legislation to improve education funding.  
 We are all part of the same community. Teachers, parents, students, and 
administrators. If we have open minds and listen to each others ideas we can be more 
influential. In the end this sort of alliance can only improve the experiences of future 
Oakridge Public School students.  
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Nyssa Swanson - swanson1@ferris.edu 



 


