
TEACHERS ARE AN INVESTMENT TO OUR FUTURE!

December 21, 2011,

It is difficult to listen to the drastic cuts occurring throughout the business and education world. Our 
state and country is certainly going through a difficult time. In the midst of this financial stress, I want to 
take a moment to reflect upon the current situation at Oakridge Public Schools. I have heard of the 
tremendous cuts in teacher pay and benefits that some families are being asked to endure. It is with a 
grateful heart to those teachers, that I would like to encourage the State of Michigan, school board 
members, and others to think about the power of investment. In my mind, teachers truly are an amazing 
investment. The dictionary defines investment as investing money or capital in order to gain profitable 
returns. I know first hand of the profitable returns that teachers from Oakridge have produced.

In 1995, I graduated from Oakridge High School. I then went on to complete my Bachelor’s degree from 
Central Michigan University and Master’s degree from Grand Valley State University. I have also 
decided to continue the investment by becoming a teacher myself. Without the numerous dedicated 
professionals that touched my life while at Oakridge, I can honestly say that I might not be where I am 
today. I still believe that Mrs. Garton, my first grade teacher, had the greatest impact on the profession I 
chose. Certainly along the way, teachers like Mr. Burr, Mr. Barry, Mrs. Walling, Mr. Abel, Mr. Wood, 
and Mrs. Schugars definitely went above and beyond promising a profitable return on the school’s 
investment. These and so many others put in hours of planning, preparation, teaching, assessing, and 
doing whatever it took to make their students successful. Thank you Oakridge teachers for investing 
your time and energy to help me become the person I am today. Thank you Oakridge Board of 
Education and State of Michigan for using taxpayers’ money wisely during that time and investing it in 
the future of our community, State, and Country. I ask for you to please make the same wise choices and 
use the money you have (although it is significantly less than in years past) in a way that will be your 
best investment…that directly impacts students the most. Teachers are on the front lines with students 
every day. They make the most impact. Teachers give you the biggest bang for your buck.

Many teachers see anywhere from 20-120 students a day depending on grade level and class size. That is 
a lot of lives impacted. When you look at it that way, it is hard to argue that a teacher’s salary isn’t a 
great deal! Mathematically speaking, a teacher who has worked for 20 years (although most work more) 
has the potential to impact 400-2,400 students. Just think of all the students that go on to be a productive 
and contributing member of society. Truly, without the teachers, where would they be? I know that I 
have now worked with almost 200 students being in my 11th year of teaching. Talk about an incredible 
return on investment! Just remember that it all started with a dedicated teacher that believed in me. 
Please remember this when making decisions that impact children. Their lives and potential is just too 
valuable!! Thanks to ALL TEACHERS for the positive difference you make in the lives of children!!
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